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Best Practice — |

Tittle: Conservation of kamwari River, Bhiwandi.

 AQSA WOMEN'S DEGREE COLLEGE

Affiliated to the SNDT Women's University, Mumbai.
4th Millat Nagar, 4th Nizampur, Chavindra, Bhiwandi

KAMWARI RIVER

Objective:

e To sensitize the students regarding the importance of river and its

management.
e To conduct activities to protect the kamwari river.
e To remove filth from the river.
e To plant trees around the river.

The Context:

Bhiwandi, the state’s largest power loom hub, has almost 90 of the
taluka’s population working in the looms. However, all effluents from the
looms are released into the water bodies, which are dying slowly Kamwari
river is one of polluted water bodies in the city. The river existed since the
16th century and used to be a port during the British era. Once a big river

used to transport cargo, it is now the size of a nullah. The growing



industrialization and urbanization on the banks of the river has led to more
pollution.

The Practice:

Aqgsa Women’s Degree College celebrated republic day as a mark towards
environment awareness. The N.S.S. Unit organised a human chain river rally
on Kamwari River in collaboration with Bhiwandi Nizampur Municipal
Corporation. Early morning at 9:00 am. Soon after the flag hosting ceremony
volunteer of N.S.S. Unit along with the college staff gathered near the
kamwari river and form a human change. Deputy commissioner Mrs. Vandana
Gudve, Asst. Commissioner Mr. Bhalerao and other municipal officer joined
the rally and address local people regarding the importance of river in
ecosystem and necessity to protect the river from devastation. However,
effluents from the looms are released into the water bodies. Climate change is
real and its catastrophic effect increasing with each day passing. Maintaining
Cleanliness of the river always an issue. We have seen that, these days, lots
of plastic and waste material which we throw into the river gets accumulated.
It make river water toxic, unclean and unattractive. Cleanliness of the river is
highly important to maintain hygiene and keep the environment disease free
for human beings and animals. Definitely, nowadays we citizens are careful
about garbage and we do throw it at appropriate places. But majority of
garbage is thrown into the Kamwari River. Indirectly, we are responsible for

these unclean and polluted river conditions.

We, the staff and students from Aqsa Women’s Degree College, thought
this issue and started Kamwari River Cleaning Movement project of
protecting river, flowing along the Bhiwandi area behind Aqgsa college. The
project assigned in collaboration with B.N.C.M.C. NSS Unit Agsa Women’s
Degree College has undertaken the responsibility of cleaning the river under
“Kamwari River Cleaning Movement”. Project initiated in the year 2018
collaboration with B.N.C.M.C Bhiwandi under the management of For
Additional Commissioner Mr. Ashokumar Rankhamb. NSS Unit with the sup
Department of Zoology conducted biochemical analysis of water since 2 years

Volunteers from faculty of science worked on the project undergoing de



of biochemical, physical and biological parameters. Assistant Professors,
faculty of science also working on the project by presenting and published
research papers on detection of river. NSS Unit of Aqgsa college has co

this project and will further work on it for the protection of Kamwari river
Evidence of success:

Aqgsa Women’s Degree College is planning to sign the MoU against the

protection of kamwari river
Problem Encountered:

e Lack of awareness among the local people regarding the river

pollution.

e Lack of funds.



Best Practice I1:

Solid waste Management: Composting: one person’s trash is another person’s treasure.

Affiliated to the SNDT Women's University, Mumbai.
4th Millat Nagar, 4th Nizampur, Chavindra, Bhiwandi

4 NOSA WOMEN'S DEGREE COLLEGE
=

PLANT
PROJECT

Obijective:

e To reduce the use of chemical fertilizer.
e A step towards eco-friendly use of fertilizer.
e To replenish soil and prevent soil erosion.

e To produce organic manure through recycling of the dried leaves for gardening in
college campus.
e To fertilize and improve the soil texture.

e To promote Go-Green campus.

The Context:

Composting is the natural process of recycling organic matter, such as leaves and food
scraps & flowers, into a valuable fertilizer that can enrich soil and plants. Anything that

grows decomposes eventually; composting simply speeds up the process by providing an



ideal environment for bacteria, fungi, and other decomposing organisms (such as worms, sow
bugs, and nematodes) to do their work. The resulting decomposed matter, which often ends
up looking like fertile garden soil, is called compost. Fondly referred to by farmers as “black
gold,” compost is rich in nutrients and can be used for gardening, horticulture, and

agriculture.

Bhiwandi city discard tons of organic waste every year. Primarily food scrap, waste
from vegetable market, fish market, household waste etc. most of the waste is thrown on open
landfills and dumping ground. Almost none of that material is composted. As a time changes
B.M.C.M.C are working toward the healthy decomposing of organic waste. Agsa College
along with B.N.C. M.C. installed first compost plant in backyard of Aqsa Women’s Degree
College on 16th December 2018.

The Practice:

Agsa Women’s Degree College along with B.N.C. M.C. installed first compost plant
in backyard of Agqsa Women’s Degree College on 16th December 2018. All the students
were involved actively in the inauguration and created awareness about the Leaf
Composting process as an model of best practice in producing organic manure
indigeneously. Resources required: 5ft x 5 ft Leaf composter, 50 cement blocks, Coco-pit
powder. Red soil, dried leaves & flowers and water. The garbage from the botanical garden,
ground, and canteen kitchen waste was collected and used to prepare compost. As an
initiative of Go-Green campus by National Service Scheme, installed the Leaf Composter in

the college campus in February 2019.
Process Method of composting:

The fallen dried leaves form the trees in the college campus are collected and
deposited in the Leaf Composter. After a gap of 3 - 4 days coco-pit powder, and dried
flowers are added to the composter and watering is done everyday in the required
proportion to maintain moisture in the content. In addition to this red soil is also mixed with
ingredients. Once the pit is filled, it will be maintained for a period of six months for the
complete decompose process. At the end of the duration we get a wonderful organic manure
which is called “Black Gold” that can been seen like powder. Compost is finished when it’s

a dark, rich color, crumbles easily and we can’t pick out any of the original ingredients. The



cycle of process is repeated once in every six months. Apart form its use in college garden it
is also sold by the students through Entrepreneurship Development Cell.

Problems encountered

I Segregation of dried leaves mixed with other non-decomposable items is a
challenging task.

ii. ii. Dead leaves compost slowly under any conditions because they’re so high
in carbon. If they’re not mixed with other ingredients, they’ll compress into a

nearly oxygen-free lump.

Evidence of success:

The above manure processed within the college is used as manure for the plants that are
grown in the campus which shows that the college is environment friendly. It boosts plant

health, improves soil structure, and contains microbes that produce antibiotics.

Problem Stumble upon:
» Lack of awareness regarding the hazardous effect of using chemical fertilizers.

* Lack of funds to implement what is planned.
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To,
The Principal
Agsa women's Degree college
Bhiwandi

Subject: Appreciation of Agsa Women's Degree College for
compost installation and compost generation

Respected madam,

We appreciate the efforts of Agsa Women's DegreeCollege
with reference to compost plant installation in collaboration with
BNCMC since 2018. Agsa college has been generating 40-60kgs of
compost every month which is excellent. The quality of compost
produced is very good as it's tested oin the lab. we look forward to
work in future in collaboration with Agsa Women's Degree college

under the Svyachata abhiyan.
j/“’ma"

(J.M. Sonawang)\’
Helth Officer
Bhiwandi Nizampur
City Municipal Corporation

27
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